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SMOOTH SAILING AHEAD

Growth in emerging markets may be slowing, but Vietnam’s economy is going strong. The Economist 
Intelligence Unit expects Vietnam’s real GDP to grow by 6.8% in 2016, and growth should be even higher 
in 2017. Thanks to years of solid growth, Vietnam has transformed from being of the world’s poorest 
countries into a solid middle-income performer. Foreign direct investment is surging, thanks in part to the 
government’s record of stable long-term economic planning. Vietnam is exposed to global economic 
headwinds, but it’s geography means it is plugged into regional supply chains. Moreover, it is expected to 
benefit from a number of trade deals including the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a 12-country trade pact that 
includes the United States and Japan, which are also two of Vietnam’s most important trading partners. 
Mooted economic reforms at home could also provide an economic boost and a fillip to investors.

With a young and reasonably well educated population, Vietnam is poised to become an innovation 
hub in South-East Asia. Does it have the right policy settings in place to make this a reality? 

The Vietnam Summit 2016 will bring together leading voices from government, business and finance, 
civil society and academia for a forthright discussion about the opportunities and challenges facing 
Vietnam. Is it smooth sailing ahead? 

KEY TOPICS:
• Vietnam in the global economy
• The future of manufacturing
• Feeding Vietnam  
• Business disrupted
• Building Vietnam Inc.
• The World If… Geopolitics



P R O G R A M M E  A G E N D A * 

1.50 PM PANEL DISCUSSION: BUSINESS, DISRUPTED.
Eddie Thai, venture partner, 500 Startups
Gael McDonald, president and general director, 
RMIT University Vietnam
Le Anh Thach, chief executive officer, Vietnam 
Silicon Valley and chairwoman, ATV Vietnam
Le Hong Minh, chief executive officer, VNG 
Corporation

2.40 PM PANEL DISCUSSION: BUILDING VIETNAM INC.
Peter Ryder, chief executive officer, Indochina 
Capital Corporation
Dinh Thi Quynh Van, general director, PwC Vietnam
Dang Hoang An, president and chief executive 
officer, Vietnam Electricity
Henry Nguyen Huu Thai Hoa, chief strategy officer, 
Vietnam Posts and Telecommunications Group 

3.25 PM NETWORKING BREAK

3.55 PM IN CONVERSATION: VIETNAM AIRLINES
Duong Tri Thanh, president and chief executive 
officer, Vietnam Airlines

4.25 PM THE WORLD IF… GEOPOLITICS
Bui Thanh Son, deputy minister of foreign affairs, 
Vietnam
Bill Hayton, associate fellow, Chatham House
Tran Truong Thuy, executive director, Foundation for  
East Sea Studies
Ian Storey, senior fellow, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute

5.15 PM KEYNOTE INTERVIEW
Tran Viet Thanh, vice minister of science and 
technology, Vietnam

5.40 PM CLOSING REMARKS

5.45 PM CONFERENCE CLOSE

8.30 AM REGISTRATION AND NETWORKING REFRESHMENTS

9.00 AM CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS

9.30 AM KEYNOTE INTERVIEW
Pham Binh Minh, deputy prime minister and minister of 
foreign affairs, Vietnam 

10.00 AM KEYNOTE PANEL: VIETNAM IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY
Stephen Groff, vice-president for East Asia, Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific, Asian Development Bank
Santitarn Sathirathai, head of emerging Asia  
economics, Credit Suisse
Andrew Staples, South-East Asia director, The 
Economist Corporate Network
Pham Thanh Ha, deputy general director, 
Vietcombank

10.40 AM SPECIAL INTERVIEW
Do Thang Hai, deputy minister of industry and trade, 
Vietnam

11.05 AM NETWORKING BREAK

11.35 AM PANEL DISCUSSION: THE FUTURE OF MANUFACTURING
Sanket Ray, chief executive officer, Coca-Cola 
Beverages Vietnam
Vo Quang Hue, vice-chairman, EuroCham Vietnam  
and managing director, Bosch Vietnam
Le Tien Truong, general director, Vietnam National  
Textile and Garment Group
Sebastian Eckardt, lead economist and program 
leader, World Bank

12:20 AM SPOTLIGHT INTERVIEW: FEEDING VIETNAM
Nguyen Do Anh Tuan, director, Institute of Policy and 
Strategy for Agriculture and Rural Development
Matthew Morell, director-general, International Rice 
Research Institute

12.50 PM NETWORKING LUNCH

* For the full programme agenda 
and speaker line-up, visit 
vietnam.economist.com.  
All topics and speakers are 
subject to change.
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WHY ATTEND?

NETWORK with 180+ senior executives from business, government and academia to discuss 
how Vietnam can take advantage of renewed investor interest and best  capitalize on the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership ( TPP) and other FTAs

LEARN about the main reforms that business would like to see  

DISCOVER how technology and innovation are driving economic growth in Vietnam

HEAR from Vietnamese business leaders who have for ambition to become internationally 
recognised premium ‘brands’     

WHO ATTENDS?

Vietnam Summit 2016 convenes 180+ business leaders, senior policy-makers and leading 
academics to discuss the opportunities and challenges facing Vietnam. More than 70% of 
our country summit delegates are vice-presidents, managing directors, general managers, 
and directors, head of business or higher. 

• Banking, finance and insurance
• Construction, infrastructure and energy
• Education
• FMCG
• Management consultant and legal

• Oil and gas 
• Pharmaceuticals and healthcare
• Private equity and venture capital
• Telecommunications
• Technology companies and start-ups

INDUSTRIES REPRESENTED AT THE EVENT INCLUDE:
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Programme 

8.30am Registration and networking refreshments 

9.00am 

 

Chairman’s opening remarks 

 

9.30am Keynote interview 

 

Pham Binh Minh, deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, Vietnam 

 

Moderator 

Jon Fasman, South-East Asia bureau chief, The Economist 

 

10.00am 

 

Keynote panel: Vietnam in the global economy 

 

The emerging-markets boom that fuelled a decade of growth is unwinding, but Vietnam has largely 

escaped the impact of the slowdown. The country will likely end the year as one of Asia’s top 

economic performers, posting growth rates almost equal to those of the heady pre-financial crisis 

days. Yet, the global economy is in a much weaker position than it was then, weighed down by 

economic malaise in Europe, recession in Japan and the Federal Reserve unwinding quantitative 

easing. 

 

Manufacturing accounts for a high proportion of Vietnam’s exports, and this looks set to grow as 

large multinational corporations move there from other regional hubs. Another bright spot is the TPP, 

of which Vietnam is expected to be a key beneficiary. 

 

 How can Vietnam best position itself to take advantage of renewed investor interest in 

emerging markets? 

 Is Vietnam prepared to take advantage of opportunities that arise from structural shifts in the 

global and regional economy? What needs to be done? 
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 Which sectors are best positioned to capitalise on the TPP and other free-trade agreements? 

What can industry do to prepare for them? 

 How can technology and innovation drive economic growth? 

 

 

 

 

Panellists 

Stephen Groff, vice-president for East Asia, South-East Asia and the Pacific, Asian Development Bank 

Santitarn Sathirathai, head of emerging Asia economics, Credit Suisse 

Andrew Staples, South-East Asia director, The Economist Corporate Network 

Pham Thanh Ha, deputy general director, Vietcombank 

 

Moderator 

Jon Fasman, South-East Asia bureau chief, The Economist 

10.40am Special interview 

 

Do Thang Hai, deputy minister of industry and trade, Vietnam 

 

Moderator 

Charles Goddard, editorial director, Asia-Pacific, The Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

11.05am Networking break 

11.35am Panel discussion: The future of manufacturing 

 

With a young population and relatively low wages, Vietnam is well positioned to develop into a 

global manufacturing powerhouse. But tech-driven innovations such as automation, digitisation and 

artificial intelligence are radically reshaping the manufacturing sector around the world. Factories of 

the future won’t much resemble the labour-intensive plants of the past, so new production capacity 
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is unlikely to drive mass employment. Is Vietnam ready for this shift? What will it take to put Vietnam at 

the forefront of the tech-focused manufacturing revolution? And what will this mean for Vietnam’s 

workforce? 

 

Panellists 

Sanket Ray, chief executive officer, Coca-Cola Beverages Vietnam 

Vo Quang Hue, vice-chairman, EuroCham Vietnam and managing director, Bosch Vietnam 

Le Tien Truong, general director, Vietnam National Textile and Garment Group 

Sebastian Eckardt, lead economist and program leader, World Bank 

 

Moderator 

Andrew Staples, South-East Asia director, The Economist Corporate Network 

12.20pm Spotlight interview: Feeding Vietnam 

 

Vietnam is the world's fifth-largest producer of rice, and one of the world’s largest rice exporters. Rice 

is the staple crop in Vietnam, as it is across South-East Asia. But prices vary markedly around the 

region, mainly due to policy interventions. 

 

The Mekong Delta, a fertile region in the south of Vietnam that provides most of its food supply and is 

a significant source of export income, is under severe stress. The country’s agricultural products are 

often of poor quality and its supply chains lack transparency, leading to popular concerns about its 

low added-value position in the global value chain. Vietnam’s produce is widely exported, but it has 

yet to successfully create a globally recognised “brand”. 

 

How would liberalisation and closer global economic integration affect Vietnam’s rice industry? How 

can the country co-operate with its neighbours to resolve the myriad environmental problems facing 

the Mekong Delta? And what needs to happen before Vietnamese rice, coffee and shrimp can 

become internationally recognised premium “brands”? 

 

Speakers 
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Nguyen Do Anh Tuan, director, Institute of Policy and Strategy for Agriculture and Rural Development 

Matthew Morell, director-general, International Rice Research Institute 

 

Moderator 

Jon Fasman, South-East Asia bureau chief, The Economist 

 

12.50pm Networking lunch 

1.50pm Panel discussion: Business, disrupted. 

 

A quick survey of the cranes peppering the skylines of Ho Chi Minh city and Da Nang confirms that 

Vietnam is on the move. Communications infrastructure is changing rapidly, too, and Vietnam is 

remarkably digitally connected for a country at its level of development. This, combined with a 

relatively well-educated population—Vietnam’s technical colleges are seen as particularly 

effective—could be setting the country on a course for a tech-driven boom. 

 

Many still see this as wishful thinking. Vietnam has a thriving start-up scene, but it is yet to produce any 

notable ventures that could rival Singapore’s Grab or Indonesia’s Matahari Mall. Yet, change is 

happening, and in places where you might least expect to find it. Artisan craftspeople in rural 

Vietnam are using e-commerce to market their wares to city retailers. Some banks, though certainly 

not all of them, are shaking off their staid image by adopting financial technology. Social media is 

enabling people to become increasingly engaged in political debate, too. 

 

How can Vietnam position itself as a regional centre for technology and innovation? What regulatory 

barriers are holding it back? How will existing businesses adapt? And how can technology be a 

catalyst for genuinely inclusive development? 

 

Panellists 

Eddie Thai, venture partner, 500 Startups 

Gael McDonald, president and general director, RMIT University Vietnam 
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Le Anh Thach, chief executive officer, Vietnam Silicon Valley and chairwoman, ATV Vietnam 

Le Hong Minh, chief executive officer, VNG Corporation 

 

Moderator 

Charles Goddard, editorial director, Asia-Pacific, The Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

2.40pm Panel discussion: Building Vietnam Inc. 

 

Vietnam is industrialising rapidly, yet much remains to be done if it is to become fully industrialised. 

Substantial investment is needed in education, infrastructure and institutional capacity. Government 

attempts to tackle corruption, reform the banking system and sell off state-owned enterprises are 

promising steps, but many in business fear they won’t go far enough. And while some sectors remain 

sclerotic, the most successful Vietnamese firms are now looking beyond industrialisation to 

globalisation. 

 

 What needs to happen to hasten Vietnam’s industrialisation? 

 What can the country learn from the experiences of neighbours such as Malaysia and 

Thailand? 

 What are the main reforms that business would like to see? 

 

 

Panellists 

Peter Ryder, chief executive officer, Indochina Capital Corporation 

Dinh Thi Quynh Van, general director, PwC Vietnam 

Dang Hoang An, president and chief executive officer, Vietnam Electricity 

Henry Nguyen Huu Thai Hoa, chief strategy officer, Vietnam Posts and Telecommunications Group 

 

Moderator 

Mark Johnson, South-East Asia correspondent, The Economist 
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3.25pm Networking break 

3.55pm In conversation: Vietnam Airlines 

 

Speakers 

Duong Tri Thanh, president and chief executive officer, Vietnam Airlines 

 

Moderator 

Andrew Staples, South-East Asia director, The Economist Corporate Network 

 

4.25pm The World If… Geopolitics 

 

Vietnam’s geopolitical importance is rising. The country keeps good relations with both the United 

States and China, along with other regional powers. Yet, regional tensions run high at times, and the 

threat of a flare-up is ever-present. 

 

The shifting geopolitical landscape is not necessarily bad for Vietnam and other ASEAN countries that 

stand to gain as world powers attempt to build influence through investment. Like other countries, 

Vietnam should benefit from enhanced connectivity and regional infrastructure development 

projects. 

 

This session brings together economists, investors and experts in geopolitics for a frank discussion 

about how Vietnam could position itself against such a geopolitical background. What are the key 

opportunities for engagement, and what are the most significant risks? 

 

Opening interview  

Bui Thanh Son, deputy minister of foreign affairs, Vietnam 
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Panellists 

Bill Hayton, associate fellow, Chatham House 

Tran Truong Thuy, executive director, Foundation for East Sea Studies 

Ian Storey, senior fellow, ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute 

 

Moderator 

Jon Fasman, South-East Asia bureau chief, The Economist 

 

5.15pm Keynote interview 

 

Tran Viet Thanh, vice minister of science and technology, Vietnam 

 

Moderator 

Charles Goddard, editorial director, Asia-Pacific, The Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

5.40pm Closing remarks 

 

Moderator 

Jon Fasman, South-East Asia bureau chief, The Economist 

 

5.45pm Conference close 
 



BOOK YOUR PLACE

What does this include? 
All prices include summit entry, full documentation, 
lunch and refreshments. When you register, you will 
receive a confirmation e-mail including venue details, 
a full agenda and contact information. Delegates are 
responsible for the arrangement and payment of their 
own travel and accommodation.

I confirm that I have read and accepted The Economist Events’ terms and 
conditions policy and I am authorised to sign this document on behalf of  
the above company. 

Signature:

Date:

Your delegate fee should be paid in full prior to attendance. If payment has not been received you will not be permitted to enter the event. Cancellations: Should you not 

be able to attend the event, substitutions can be made at no extra charge up until the event. If a suitable replacement cannot be found, then an administration fee of 20% 

will be incurred for cancellations received more than 21 days prior to an event. When a cancellation is made less than 21 days prior to an event, the registered delegate is 

liable for full payment of the fee. The Economist Events reserve the right to change the programme if necessary. 

4. Terms and Conditions

The Economist Events is part of The Economist Group. Occasionally, the companies in  

The Economist Group would like to contact you about new features, events, special 

offers and for market research purposes. 

  Tick this box if you’d like to hear from us by e-mail  

We’ll assume that we may contact you unless you tick these boxes: 

  No contact from us by post         No contact from us by telephone   

  No contact from other selected companies about their products and services by post        

The Economist Group is a global organisation and operates a strict privacy policy around the world.  
To read more about us and our privacy policy please go to www.economistgroup.com/privacy

3. Payment methods (delegates fee(s) strictly payable in advance) 

  Credit Card (tick as appropriate):   Amex   Visa   Mastercard Name as it appears on card:  

   Card No.             Expiry date:         / 

  Bank transfer Payable to The Economist Group (Asia/Pacific) Limited, HSBC Tokyo branch.  For Japan local transfers, please  quote account number: 0140931,  
  bank code: 0411, branch code: 009; For international transfers, please  quote   account number 009-014-093001, SWIFT CODE: HSBCJPJT.

   We require an invoice to raise payment (Only for bookings made before October 14th 2016) 
Please complete below if  the billing contact is not the registered delegate.

   Billing contact: PO number (if required):

    Billing address (please check with your accounts payable):   

    Email address to receive the invoice:

1. Delegate Fees (per person)

 Category Price Quantity Total 

Standard rate USD 1,800

Advance purchase rate (until September 23rd 2016) USD 1,620

The Economist subscribers/supporting organization rate USD 1,440

The Economist Corporate Network member rate USD 1,080

NGO, academia and government rate USD 1,080

Discount code

Total

VIETNAM SUMMIT
NOVEMBER 3RD 2016 l INTERCONTINENTAL ASIANA SAIGON

Five easy ways to register
  Online:  

 vietnam.economist.com

  E-mail:  
asiaevents@economist.com

 Tel: +852 2585 3312

 Fax: +852 2807 7007

  Post: The Economist Events 
1301, Citiplaza Four, 12 Taikoo Wan Road, 
Taikoo Shing, Hong Kong 

DELEGATE ONE

Title: First name:  Surname:

Job title:                          

Telephone:                        Fax:

E-mail:  

DELEGATE TWO

Title: First name:  Surname:

Job title:                          

Telephone:                        Fax:

E-mail:  

 
DELEGATE THREE

Title: First name:  Surname:

Job title:                          

Telephone:                        Fax:

E-mail:  

Organisation details:  

Name:               

 

Address: 

 

 

Town/City:                                     

Postcode: 

Country:

 YES! The registered delegates wish: 

   To receive information via e-mail about  

forthcoming events 

   To subscribe to our complimentary e-newsletter

2. Booking contact details 

An Economist Group business.

* All fees expressed herein are exclusive of sales tax, value added tax, or 
any other taxes and duties which, if applicable, shall be charged to Client 
in addition to the fee(s). In addition to the fee(s), Client shall be responsible 
for the payment of any withholding taxes that may be payable.



JOIN US 
at InterContinental Asiana Saigon 
on November 3rd, 2016

Join the conversation
@EconomistEvents
#EconVN

vietnam.economist.com 


